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...where quality and the individual count. 

Sandhya Ramadas ’99 and Vicki Chou ’98 
DISTINGUISHED ALUMNAE FOR 2014-2015

Excellence with a Global Focus

TODAY
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Dear La Reina Families, 

What an honor it has been to serve as our Head of School this year. There have been wonderful moments and some great  
successes at the school in 2014-15:      

     •  A Middle School will open in fall 2015 with the addition of a 6th grade. 

    •  All four varsity fall sports—cross country, golf, tennis and volleyball—won league championships. Each team was undefeated  
in league for the first time in 50 years! 

     •  Volleyball finished 2nd in the Southern Section CIF State Tournament.

     •  The Institute of Electronic and Electrical Engineers (IEEE) recognized La Reina as the best pre-university school for  
its vision for STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics) in the 17 Western United States.

     •  La Reina held the world’s first “All Girls’ Robotics Tournament” this spring. The Robotics team won the CA VEX state tournament 
and advanced to the World Tournament in Kentucky. They were the only all female team in their division and finished 23rd out of 
90 teams. GO REGENTS! 

     •  The Mock Trial team won the Ventura County competition for the 5th year in a row and for the 20th time. It advanced  
to the state tournament, finishing 4th.

     •  Grammy Award winner, Lebo M., spoke to the student body and serenaded them with his song “Circle of Life” from  
The Lion King. 

     •  Dr. Anita Sengupta inspired our young women about her design of the parachute for the Mars Rover. She led an  
all-male team at JPL to do this, and is also a professor of astrophysical engineering at USC.

     •  Physics first! The high school science sequencing will change in 2015-2016 to Physics, Chemistry, and Biology to benefit  
science learning for students. This is part of an emerging national effort to address student learning needs and to prepare  
our students for STEM careers more readily.

To ensure that we will continue to be a school of academic excellence on solid financial ground, we have  
also addressed budget challenges this year.

Along the way, I have recognized what a wonderful place for learning is our school. I hope you enjoy  
this issue of La Reina Today, recognizing what a global impact our La Reina Regents are making.

I wish you and your family a wonderful summer. 
 
 
 
Dr. Michael Bates 
Head of School 

    

A Message from 
Dr. Michael Bates
HEAD OF SCHOOL
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CAPITAL CAMPAIGN UPDATE
Francine said, “Given all that Sr. Josanne has done to make La Reina 
the educational institution and community I love, it was indeed a 
welcome honor and opportunity for me to ensure that the Head of 
School Office will always bear her name.”  

Francine Bradley ’72 honored Sr. M. Josanne Furey,  
Principal from 1970-83, with a generous gift in her name.
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SISTERS OF NOTRE DAME:  

Teaching about the 
Good and Provident 
God Globally

Several years ago I visited the small town 
of Coesfeld, Germany, where my religious 
congregation, the Sisters of Notre Dame 
began. When I call it a small town,  
I mean a small town, really more a village 
of only 54 square miles and a population 
of 36,300. Presently, I live at Notre Dame 
Center in Thousand Oaks, the gathering 
place for the sisters here in California.  
To my surprise, the area of the city is 
comparable to Coesfeld, 55 square miles 
with a population of 
128,000.  However, the 
growth of the Sisters 
of Notre Dame from 
the two original sisters 
in Coesfeld, Sister 
Maria Aloysia and 
Sister Maria Ignatia, 
has expanded far  
beyond 54 square 
miles in Germany  
to include approxi-
mately 2,100 sisters 
throughout the world. 
Over the past 165 years, the original  
Western Europeanface of the 
 congregation has morphed across  
continents and cultures to welcome  
women not only from Europe and the 
United States but also from Brazil, India, 
Indonesia, Papua New Guinea, the  
Philippine Islands, South Korea, Vietnam, 
China, Uganda, Kenya, Mozambique,  
and Tanzania.

The charism of the Sisters of Notre Dame, 
to teach others of the good and provident 
God, is not particular to any one country.  
The charism unites us as Sisters of Notre 
Dame but the face of the charism also 
reflects itself in a variety of ways. Since the 
beginning of the congregation, the sisters 
emphasized education for girls in the  
secondary schools they built. The  
education today includes nursery schools, 

elementary and 
secondary schools as 
well as colleges. The 
sisters work as family 
counselors and with 
persons who are  
physically and  
mentally challenged.  
The sisters lead 
religious education 
programs in parishes 
around the world  
as well as being a  
valuable asset to  
parish leadership.  

If children are going to receive their First 
Holy Communion, one can be sure that 
sisters are guiding the preparation.

Our mission—to serve the poor as  
Jesus asked—included working in the 
Appalachian Mountains and then crossing 
the ocean to establish mission stations 
in India, providing care for the most 
destitute. Medical care expanded as sisters 

trained to become nurses, doctors  
and even midwives in health clinics in  
desolate areas.

In the last several years, our sisters  
throughout the world have become far 
more aware of the threats to women and  
to creation. Our sisters serve at centers  
in Africa and Brazil, training women  
and girls to become independent and 
self-sufficient. The sisters provide shelter 
and counseling for women in abusive 
relationships and are at the forefront in 
education about human trafficking. As 
stewards of God’s creation, the sisters 
in Korea provide an ecology spirituality 
center and in Brazil coordinate a trash 
recycling program which provides jobs  
for mothers so that their children can 
attend school.

As you see, there are many faces of a  
Sister of Notre Dame; in fact, there are 
thousands!  However, the desire of each 
Sister of Notre Dame is that as she works 
in her corner of the world, she continues 
to reflect the mission that originated  
in Coesfeld: the face of a Good and  
Provident God.

Sr. Rebekah Kennedy, Dean of Mission

“How good the 
good God is! 

Why can we not 
proclaim it to 

the whole universe?”
St. Julie Billiart

In its effort to educate students for global awareness, La Reina has done much this past school year to fulfill that 
commitment. Below is a summary of some of the school events that helped students develop that awareness. 

       •  Assembly featuring Lebo M.: The South African musician, composer and Grammy winner who arranged 
and performed music for The Lion King, The Power of One, and The Color Purple emphasized his South  
African roots and his journey to the United States. He told the students, “Circumstances don’t define you…
Loving people and caring for others define your future…Success is defined by how you treat others.”

       • Multi-Cultural Festival: With the theme, “I am not born for one corner; the whole world is my native land” 
(Seneca), the International Club sponsored a schoolwide Multi-Cultural Festival. Dr. Robin Fontana, Director 
of the International Student Program and members of the International Club, Emma Tobin ’15, Megan Wolfe 
’15 and Kelly Ye ’17, took the lead. With international flags dotting the campus, the festival paid tribute to 
the different countries students come from. At lunchtime, students tasted fare from around the world, had a 
chance to listen to and play Taiko drums, and to speak to California Lutheran University students about their 
international program. At an afternoon assembly, a number of students—from Irish dancers to Chinese and 
Pakistani singers—performed. The assembly closed with a performance by gospel singers from Greater Hope 
Church in Oxnard. 

       •  In the community: International Club members helped at the Oak Park Unified School District’s  
multi-cultural festival. 

       •  Assembly about human trafficking: Detective Corporal David Ruggiero, who worked with the International 
Justice Mission in South Asia, spoke to the high school students about his experience in India and about 
human trafficking in Ventura County. 

       • Chinese New Year: The International Club decorated the campus with lanterns and banners to celebrate. 
Interested students could learn about Chinese Spring Festival, why this is the year of the sheep, and enjoy 
traditional Chinese snacks during lunch. 

Megan Wolfe ’15, daughter of alumna, Marguerite Olmedo Wolfe ’88, and vice-president of the International  
Club has been pleased with the contributions of the club. 

Megan says, “Our goal this year was to bring awareness about issues in the larger world and to the international 
community we have on campus. I think we really achieved that. I also think we helped our Chinese students have a 
smoother transition into the culture. There has been a huge growth in the club this year. It is exciting to see  
students care about it and want to see it grow.” 

Even though she is graduating, Megan has high hopes that the club will continue its mission.

East African Sisters of Notre Dame visit the Sisters of Notre  
Dame Generalate for the first time. Left to right – Sisters Teresa, 
Pascalia, Therese Maire, Immaculate (first Ugandan SND), Magdalene, 
Juliet, Christine, Elizabeth

C O M M I T M E N T 
 T O  G L O B A L  A W A R E N E S S 
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Lunchtime in the Art Room
Where Everybody Knows Your Name
A visit to the art room at lunchtime says as 
much about the space Greg Jones, art teacher, 
has created, as it does about him, and the 
students who crowd into it.

Room 209 is teeming with artists, athletes, 
comedians and students studying. Each 
group has their “spot” in the room, Mr. Jones’ 
ear, his attention or inattention—whatever 
they need; whatever they want. 

The evolution of the art space and program 
began seven years ago when Jones arrived.  
That first year, four of the seniors would 
come into his room every day at lunch and 
chat with him.  

Word quickly spread that this was a safe  
place, a place where students mattered—
from their quirky ideas, to their artwork, to 
their life story. Today, upwards of 40 students 
are in the art room at lunch. 

He explains what happened this way: “Slowly 
the room started to take on what I think I 
represent: honesty and respect. Art demands 
honesty. I demand honesty.  The room is 
honest. We talk about how to look and how 
to see. How to assess people and to look 
beyond.”

Slowly, too, his philosophy transferred to 
his students. “Why are they here at lunch?” 
he speculates. “Because they can be honest 
here without judgment. Some kids will be 
singing; some will be on their iPads; some 
are just chatting. No one judges anyone 
here or makes fun of anyone. They can be 
themselves.” 

The students are intuitive about why they 
spend their lunch period in the art room. 
Jessica Manoogian ’18 says: “I love the 
atmosphere in here. I like art. I like being 
surrounded by art. It feels homey.”

Heather Butler ’17, daughter of alumna  
Karen Butler ’88, sits with the comedians.  
“I sit in here because it is not clique-y. It 
doesn’t matter where you sit. You can move 
around a lot. The people in here are really, 
really nice. I feel comfortable.”

The international students come to the art 
room too. They decompress; they watch 
Anime on their iPads; they speak Mandarin 
together. As Catherine Zhang ’16 says, “Kelly 
Ye ’17 brought me; I have been coming since 
last year.” 

The common theme is the same for all the 
groups:  Greg Jones. According to Amelia 
Jochem ’18, “Mr. Jones is amazing. He is kind 
and nice and funny.” 

Jones understands that what is happening in 
this space works. “What happens here,” he 
says, “transcends art. Maybe a girl leaves  
this room a different person because of 
something she heard here, or something she 
did here. You never know what impact you 
had on her—she may not become a great 
artist, but this community, this room, this 
dynamic, did something for her. That’s huge.”

And for Jones that is enough. While he is 
proud of the “5s” his students have earned 
on the AP art tests, and the majors they have 
pursued in college, what matters to him most 
is that he has created an environment that 
has led his students to leave his room, and  
La Reina, believing in themselves. 

In the summer of 2012, Dr. Robin Fontana, 
Director of International Students and  
Support Services, went to China and came 
back with a mission. The following year she 
partnered with the Cambridge Institute to 
launch the international program and  
returned to China to recruit students. 

In the 2013-14 school year, nine  
international students attended La Reina. 
This year that number has grown to 17. 

The program is now large enough to warrant 
a support teacher from the Cambridge 
Institute. Jake Cousineau comes four days a 
week to work with the international students 
on English language acquisition, reading 
comprehension, and study skills.

Robin, who teaches a ninth grade English 
class with a number of the international 
students in it, says all the students in her 
class have benefited. “The Chinese girls excel 
in grammar and the American students are 
great with discussion and analysis.  
Their partnership has been helpful to the 
entire class.”

Robin is passionate about the advantages of 
the international program. She believes that 
it makes her a better teacher. “As a teacher, 
I can’t just teach to one kind of student 
anymore. I have to find ways to reach all 
students.” 

The entire school has also benefited from  
the program. Students have started an  
International Club that Robin moderates  
and they are asking for opportunities to 
become exchange students themselves. A 
summer exchange program is very much  

on Robin’s radar and she hopes that will 
happen within a year or two. 

The international student program is  
relatively new to American high schools. 
When relations with China opened up in the 
70s, students came over in large numbers to 
American colleges—but not to high schools. 
Ten years ago, only around 632 Chinese  
students were attending American high 
schools; today, over 38,000 do. The reason is 
both idealistic and practical. China has too 
few public universities and a large number  
of students who want to attend them. As a  
result, Chinese parents are looking to the 
U.S. for educational opportunities for  
their children.

Since males still dominate in numbers 
in China, many more male students are 
attending high school in the U.S. But girls are 
seizing opportunities too—especially since 
most families have only one child. Robin 

wants to ensure that those girls are  
successful when they come. In fact, she  
just completed her Ed.D. in Educational 
Leadership at California Lutheran University 
and her dissertation addressed the best ways 
to help international students transition to 
high schools in the United States.

Though the ultimate goal for the  
Chinese students is to attend college in  
the United States, Robin’s goals are broader: 
yes, she wants the international students she 
shepherds through La Reina to achieve their 
goals, but she knows that global awareness 
leads to an appreciation and acceptance of 
other cultures. And that is why she does  
what she does.

La Reina Marks 
Second Year of 

International Program

Betsy Potts

Betsy Potts

TOP:  Greg Jones presiding over the art room at lunchtime. 
BOTTOM:  Greg Jones chats with Brittany Sturm ’17. TOP: Catherine Zhang ’16, is in her second year as  

an international student. 

BOTTOM: Cicia Xia ’20, and Mary Chen ’19
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Criteria for the Distinguished Alumna Award: 
The award is given annually to an alumna who uses her 

“God-given gifts to better her community.” 

The Distinguished Alumna Award this year was given to Vicki Chou ’98 and Sandhya  
Ramadas ’99 at a school-wide assembly. Carol Stanley, former English teacher and  
newspaper moderator, presented the award to Vicki and Mary Anne Hedrick, former French 
teacher and Assistant Principal of Activities, presented to Sandhya.

Both women are Assistant United States Attorneys for the Department of Justice and work 
in the Office for the Central District of California, which serves the largest population in 
the country.  Assistant U.S. Attorneys, who are the top federal law enforcement officials for 
the federal district where they live, have a strong commitment to public service and to the 
pursuit of justice. The application process to become an AUSA is competitive, lengthy and 
exacting, requiring applicants to have prior legal experience, to provide writing samples, 
transcripts, references, etc.  A limited number of applicants receive these positions and are 
asked to commit to four years of service to the DOJ. 

The work of AUSAs is rewarding and demanding.  According to the U.S. Attorney Office’s 
website, its mission is “to understand and serve the needs of these residents, and the many 
diverse communities in which they live…to enforce the laws and defend the interests of the 
United States.”  U.S. Attorneys also engage “in prevention efforts both to help change the 
toxic environments that produce criminals and to provide individuals with tools to avoid 
becoming victims of those who would criminally prey on them.” 

Values they learned at La Reina: 
Sandhya: “The importance of serving those who are less fortunate.”   

Vicki: “Treat others with respect; act with integrity.”

According to Sandhya, “La Reina helped inspire me to my current career in public service. 
I learned the importance of serving my community and those around me who are less 
fortunate. The great part of our job as an AUSA is the kind of work we do to serve our 
community.” 

Vicki says La Reina taught her to “treat others with respect and to act with integrity,” values 
that help her serve her diverse community. 

Both women distinguished themselves at La Reina. Vicki was on the Academic Decathlon 
and Mock Trial teams, and the editor of the newspaper. Sandhya was ASB president, on the 
Mock Trial team, and editor of the newspaper. Both were valedictorians of their respective 
classes. Today, they work in the same building (different floors) and are good friends. 

Sandhya talks about the writing and public speaking skills she learned at La Reina. “I use 
them both all the time. Being part of the Mock Trial team made stepping into the courtroom 
for the first time all those years later much less daunting.  And thesis, evidence, commentary 
- you never, ever stop using that. I’m writing briefs for the court constantly, and always think 
back to the writing skills I learned at La Reina.” 

As she reflects on her La Reina experience, Vicki has some pointed advice for current  
students: “These are your building years. Use them wisely!”

Vicki Chou ’98 
AND 

Sandhya Ramadas ’99 
NAMED DISTINGUISHED ALUMNAE 

Vicki Chou,  
Class of 1998

Current Position:  
Assistant United States Attorney 
for the United States Attorney’s 
Office for the Central District  
of California, United States  
Department of Justice. Received 
appointment in 2011.

Education: 
- Harvard University, A.B. magna 
cum laude in Social Studies, 2002

- Harvard Law School, J.D. cum 
laude, 2006

Favorite books 
-So Long, See You Tomorrow 
-The Devil in the Grove

On her bucket list 
Machu Picchu, Tahiti

Sandhya Ramadas,  
Class of 1999 
Current Position:  
Assistant United States Attorney 
for the United States Attorney’s 
Office for the Central District  
of California, United States  
Department of Justice. Received 
appointment in 2014.

Education:  
- Harvard University, A.B. magna 
cum laude in Social Studies, 2003

- Sorbonne, University of Paris, 
Maitrise in Political Science, 2004

- University of California Berkeley 
(Boalt Hall) School of Law, J.D., 
2009

Recent favorite movie 
Selma

Favorite activity at La Reina 
Mock Trial with Mrs. Eileen DeBruno 

ALUMNAE NEWS
 
Class of 1987 
Mary Kay Tully is attending Texas State  
University earning a bachelor’s degree in  
Nursing. In January, Mary Kay went on a medical 
mission trip with TSU to Managua, Nicaragua to 
give free medical care and to deliver supplies to 
clinics in the local villages. In Mary Kay’s words: 
“This will hopefully be my first of many mission 
trips around the world and across the United 
States to help others.”

Class of 1992 
Karyn Nolan is the founder and president of 
Pacific GPS, which specializes in geospatial  
and GPS products and support. Karyn lives in 
Honolulu with her husband, Drew Read. She 
graduated from the University of Hawaii in 
Manoa. 

Class of 1994 
Jo Dransfeldt McDonald and her husband, Tom, 
welcomed their third child, December 17, 2014. 
Laird joins his brother Parker and sister Adelaide. 
The family lives in Carlsbad.

Class of 1997 
Melissa Webster and Ken Rotunno were married 
on August 2, 2014 in Temecula. Kelly Byrd 
Lee- Creel ’97 served as matron of honor and 
Kristen Brison Richardson ’97 was a bridesmaid.
Also in attendance was Robin Jordan Gallagher 
’99.  Melissa is an Education Specialist in Deaf/
Hard of Hearing in Oxnard.  

Class of 1998 
Jennifer Szabo Connell and her husband, Joe, 
announce the birth of their first child, Peyton 
Elizabeth, born on January 20, 2015. 

Lucia Bianchino received a Partners in Service 
Award from Catholic Charities, Ventura County. 
Lucia runs the Special Needs Religious Education 
Program which “offers children the ability to 
learn about the love and care of Jesus in their 
own way and at their own pace.” Special empha-
sis is placed on preparing the children to receive 
the sacraments of Eucharist and Reconciliation.  
Annie Schohl ’15 helps Lucia at St. Jude’s.

Class of 1999 
Jennifer Guintu is a Client Relationship  
manager  with Great Place to Work in San  
Francisco. Jennifer graduated summa cum  
laude from the University of Notre Dame with  
a bachelor’s degree in Political Science and 
Spanish. She was granted a Fulbright Scholarship 
to earn her MBA at IE Business School in Madrid, 
Spain. 

Class of 2001 
Rachel Sanders, an attorney in Los Angeles with 
Allen Matkins, set up her 3rd annual OSCAR 
pool with the proceeds going to The Alliance for 
Children’s Rights, an organization that provides 
critical legal and social services to children in 
foster care in Los Angeles County.  

Class of 2004  
Meghan Meros lived in Germany recently, 
sharing five weeks of prayer, volunteer work, 
and relaxation as part of a small, short-term 
Taizé community.  (She heard about Taizé at her 
junior retreat!) Meghan explains her experience: 
“We will not return home any richer, any more 
recognized or respected, or with a certificate of 
achievement in hand. Nonetheless, I think all of 
us believe that there is something transformative 
about people coming together not only to pray, 
but to compromise, lend a helping hand, and 
provide mutual support.” 
 
Tanya Bartolomei married Justin Dana on May 3, 
2014. Her sister, Vanessa Bartolomei  Willems ’97 
was her matron of honor. 

Class of 2005 
Pooja Nair, an attorney with law office of Foley 
and Lardner in Los Angeles, is a board member 
of the Harvard Women’s Alliance of Southern 
California and the California Chapter President 
of the Alexander Hamilton Awareness Society. 
She has been a keynote speaker at the Hamilton 
Society conferences and maintains the historical 
blog, It’s Hamiltime! 

Kathleen O’Halloran is a graduate student at 
University of Southern California, the Sol Price 
School of Policy Planning & Development.

Jessica Rotter’s first single came out on iTunes. 
She also sang with Sam Smith at the Grammys.

Class of 2006 
Derrith Dunn teaches English at Queen Creek 
High School outside of Phoenix. She and her 
husband, Spencer Chamberlain, have two  
daughters, Scarlett, two and Cora, one.

Christina Milazzo married Shane Killion on March 
7. Jessica Runzler ’06, Leslie Boyer ’06, and  
Michelle Davis ’06 were her bridesmaids.  
“La Reina bonds are for life!” she writes.

Class of 2007 
Colleen Meseck earned her nursing degree at 
New York University this spring. Based on her 
GPA and professor recommendations, she was 
inducted into the NYU nursing honor society.

Class of 2008 
Hannah Harper is in Ecuador with the Peace 
Corps, teaching health. 

Kelsey Conway is the Championship Hospitality 
and Ticket Specialist for the 2016 PGA  
Championship at Baltusrol Golf Club in  
Springfield, New Jersey. 

Katherine Waskul is a writer-director whose 
works have received first place awards in the 
Santa Barbara International Film Festival and 
Santa Barbara’s Dorothy and Sherril C. Corwin 
Awards. She graduated from UC Santa Barbara 
with a B.A. in Film and Media Studies. Katherine 
was instrumental in starting the Comedy Sportz 
team at La Reina.

Vicki with Carol Stanley, former English teacher and newspaper moderator. 

Sandhya with Mary Anne Hedrick, former French teacher and AP of Activities.
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Showing their school spirit!  
Juliana Lamia ’17, Camryn Frederickson ’17,  

Sarah Danielzadeh ’17, Alanna Hurd ’17,  
Isabella Brignardello ’17,

Kaitlyn Coskun ’17, Claire Sheller ’17

Show
YourLove

CLASS OF 2020
61% PARTICIPATION

The Alessandrino and  
  Barnard Family
The Berg Family
The Blayne Family
The Botti Family
Ms. Buddhirani Cameron
Frank F. Cameron
The Cummings Family
The Curtin Family
The Dasani Family
The DeBusschere Family
The Dollenmayer Family
The Michael Duffy Family
Ms. Tricia Easton
The Everson Family
The Fazio Family
The Fazzolare Family
The Hampton Family
The Hecker Family
The Hess Family
The Hughes Family
Sherri Jeffery
Dr. and Mrs. Kacker
The Kelleher Family
Mr. and Mrs. Lemieux
The Madvin Family
The Manzitto Family
The Martin Family
Dr. Sadiqa Mian
The Moyer Family
The Nelson Family
I-Fan Go
Ms. Adaire Nylander
The O’Donnell Family
The Oliver Family
The Pavlas Family
Donna Ventura
The Penny Family
The Runnels Family
Mr. Joseph Schohl
The Frank Sherman Family
Tom Sommer

The Subramanian Famiily
Stuart Tross and Linda Kneidinger
The Turk Family
The Valdez Family
Mr. and Mrs. Violano
Mrs. Haling You  
  and Mr. Wanning Lei

CLASS OF 2019
48% PARTICIPATION

Anonymous (3)  
Grant and Paula Adkins
The Beals Family
The Benjaminsen Family
The Berrol Family
The Bradley Brown Family
The Joseph Carson Family
Dr. Kathleen Carson
The Corbett Family
Karen and Brian Davis
The Feiler Family
The Fraser Family
The Frawley Family
Erin and Steve Handler
The Harms Family
The Hehr Family
The Martin Hobbs Family
The Hurd Family
The Koplan Family
Dr. and Mrs. Human Kotobi
The Lotwis Family
The Majusiak Family
Dr. John Martin and  
  Dr. Cynthia Velez 
The Martin Family
The Mascot Family
Dr. and Mrs. Nourishad
Ms. Adaire Nylander
The Phan Family
The Frank Sherman Family  
The Ricketts Family
The Vargo Family

CLASS OF 2018
39% PARTICIPATION

Mr. Michael Adams and
  Mrs. Rebecca Joyce Adams ’81
The Anaya Family
The Azeez Bacchus Revocable Trust
Priscilla Beaman
The Blaise Family
The Chabot Family
The Cohen Family
Mr. Gene Coppa and  
  Mrs. Dana Ballaban Coppa ’94
The Cue Family
The Emanuel Family
Chris and Sabrina Erickson
David and Teresa Ethell
Mr. John Faucher and  
  Dr.  Karen Schnietz
The Fochler Family
The Gajda Family
The Garofolo Family
The Hamor Family
Dr. and Mrs. Page Hudson
The Jacquez Family
Mary Jochem
The Johnson Family
The Justinich Family
The Kreuzer Family
Mrs. and Mrs. John Leighton
The Newman Family
Mr. and Mrs. Paul  Liu
Sandi Manoogian
Michael Manoogian
Stan and Christine Matus
The Meloni Family
Dr. Sadiqa Mian
The Mirabelli Family
The Nightingale Family
The Perida Family
The Pollon Family
The Quandt Family
The Reinoso Family
The Roerich Family
The Sanders Family

The Sauter Family
Mr. and Mrs. David Shaffer
The Michael Sherman Family
The Snyder Family
The Svoboda Family
The Taillon Family
The Tolcher Family
The Michael Togno Family
Ms. Rosaria Vassallo
Mr. and Mrs. Velten
Mr. and Mrs. Violano
Mr. and Mrs. Waid
The Zagari Family

CLASS OF 2017
50% PARTICIPATION

Anonymous
The Alex Family
Michelle Atkinson
Michelle Bloomgren
Dr. Donald Bolt
The Dan Boyd Family
The Brignardello Family
Mr. and Mrs. Bradley Brown
Bonnie Burns
The Bussard Family
The Cabral Family
The Callahan Family
The Carty Family
Cynthia Cerny
Sandra Chronis
The Chukwu Family
The Church Family
The Cohen Family
The Colbert Family
The Cooper Family
The Coskun Family
The Coto Family
The Courtney Family
The Crispin Family
The Danielzadeh Family
The Edwards Family
The Fazio Family
The Fazzolare Family

Mr. and Mrs. William Gault
The Gordon Family
Omar Greco
The Hanlon Family
Mr. and Mrs. Haykel
The Heredia Family
The Hurd Family
The Janisch Family
Ms. Ina Kim
The Lamia Family
The Kevin Lee Family
Mr. and Mrs. Gregory Liu
Mr. Mark McGee and Mrs. Jennifer      
  Dransfeldt McGee ’91
Dr. and Mrs. Timothy McNicoll
The Meli Family
The Melideo Family
The Mendez Family
The Miles Family
The Mohammadzadeh Family
The Neil Family
The O’Connor Family
The Orlowsky Family
The Reyes Family
The Runnels Family
Melinda Sheller
The Fred Simanek Family
The Sio Family
The Yamaguchi Family
The Yeager Family
The Youngs Family

CLASS OF 2016
51% PARTICIPATION

The Barsley Family
The Biezins Family
The Bishara Family
The Blaise Family
The Darrin Brown Family
The Mark Brown Family
The Buechsenschuetz Family
Mr. Ben Cohen and 
   Mrs. Jennifer Laumann Cohen ’81
The DeBusschere Family
Ms. Tricia Easton
The Feiler Family
The Gallant Family
Omar Greco
Lorri and Tom Herlihy
The Honig Family
The Janisch Family
The Katch Family
The George Kroger Family
The Lavacca Family
The Lee-Perales Family
Kevin Lunde Family
Mr. Steve Malouf
The Marangola Family
The Martin Family
The McNay Family
The Meloni Family
The Myers Family
Ms. Adaire Nylander
The Pavlath Family
The Philpott Family
The Quandt Family
The Rivas Family
The Roerich Family
The Sauter Family
The Savage Family
Dr. Kathleen Scott
The Sickle Family
Erin Stokes and Mark Slaterbeck

The Greg Smith Family
Jennifer and David Smith
The Soni Family
The Robert Sottile Family
The Stanfield Family
The Sullivan Family
The Lew White Family
The Wikholm Family

CLASS OF 2015
40% PARTICIPATION

Anonymous 
The Bass Family
The Beals Family
The Benedict Family
Mr. William Boro
The Bussard Family
The Cabral Family
The Castillo Family
The Cerri Family
Mr. Philip Chandler
Dr. Van Anh Chandler
The Church Family
The Conti Family
The Cruz Family
The Decker Family
The Dollenmayer Family
Markus Flanagan
The Frasher Family
Mr. and Mrs. William Gault
The Grewal Family
Sandra Lee Hamilton
The Interrante Family
The Kane Family
The Larratt Family
Eileen Mann
Dean and Deborah Marietta
Caroline Montgomery
The Montoya Family
The Moser Family
Krista Nordstrom
The Ng Family
The O’Brien Family
Sheryl Plocharczyk
The Polk Family
The Gregory Ray Family

Mr. Joseph Schohl
The Sebold Family
The Spaccarelli Family
The Staben Family
Mr. George Tidd
The Tucker Family
The Weinstein Family
The Wendt Family
The Wood Family
Ms. Rosaria Vassallo
The Violano Family
The Zlaket Family

GRANDPARENT
GIFTS
Mr. and Mrs. Bloomgren
Mrs. Shirley Carson
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Christian
Mr. and Mrs. Vern Dransfeldt
Mrs. Evelyn Handler
W. Cloyce Huff, M.D.
Mrs. Claudette Fergusson
Mrs. Phyliss Fellows
Mrs. Elizabeth Galipeau
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Kneidinger
Mrs. Patricia Lane
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Madvin
Linda Morris
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Richey
Ms. Sharon Ryzak
Mr. and Mrs. Wilson

FACULTY &  
STAFF
70% PARTICIPATION

Anonymous (4)
Rebecca Joyce Adams ’81
Michele Austin
Jennifer Ball
Dr. Michael Bates
Katherine Becker
Caroline Bessolo
Emily Robbins Beutner ’04
Renee Biezins

Nikki Blake
Jenny Charrett
Jennifer Laumann Cohen ’81
Dana Ballaban Coppa ’94
Jodi DeBiasio
Kelly Duffy
Kristine Durand
Linda Eggli
Dr. Robin Fontana
Fran Foulkrod
Stephanie Howe Grey ’01
Elizabeth Harlacher
Mindy Hobmann
Don and Mary Hyatt
Michelle C. Kane ’08
Sr. La Reina Kelly, S.N.D.
Sr. Rebekah Kennedy, S.N.D.
Tiffani Kocsis
Nancy LaBelle
Kari Latta
Russ and Alice Leavitt
Barbara Lilley
Robert Lopez
Laurence McAdamis
Cristy Richey McNay ’87
Sr. Lisa Megaffin, S.N.D.
Josh Michael
Denise Monden
Jessica Nasr
Cameron Parton
Judy Pingel
Lisa Pino
Stacey Pirozzi
Betsy Potts
Robin Privat
Kathryn Quist
Anne Coffey Rog
Alison Dynda Sain ’85
Leticia Santiago
Barrie Silberberg
Karen Starleaf
Diana Szabo
Theresa Thibodeaux
Amanda Turk ’08
Nicole Twohig
Marilyn Usher
Heidi Vas
Fedelma Zahlit

We gratefully acknowledge each and every member of the extended La Reina family who has made 
a gift to the La Reina Fund 2014-15.  
 
Generous contributions from current families, alumnae and alumnae parents, grandparents and other 
friends are already at work helping to support the programs and activities that make La Reina an  
exceptional learning community.  We are delighted by the tremendous increase in support this year, 
and are pleased to share that The La Reina Fund 2014-15 is still underway!  We invite you to Show 
Your Love for our students by making your gift before June 30.    



La Reina Today - Spring 2015 La Reina Today - Spring 201512 13

A legacy gift to La Reina can make a big difference 
in the lives of our students!   

We hope you will consider helping us continue at the forefront 

of educating our students to be capable, compassionate and confident 

leaders by making a gift through your will or living trust.  

X
To learn about easy options for making a meaningful gift of this type, 

please contact Karen Starleaf, Director of Advancement,  

at kstarleaf@lareina.com, 805. 495.6494, extension 414.

ALUMNAE GIFTS
Rebecca Joyce Adams ’81
Dana Ballaban Coppa ’94
Anna Bartok ’01
Brittany Bayliss ’96
Linda Fe Benson ’12
Rebecca Franklin Benson ’71
Emily Robbins Beutner ’04
Suzanne Buchta ’91
Catherine Chien ’97
Dona Hopcus Cohan ’81 
Jennifer Laumann Cohen ’81
Kelly Conn ’98
Estella Crego ’89
Laura Darling ’88
Katie Conway Deutschman ’94
Tonya Noyloa Espera ’91
Shannon  Fish ’14
Stephanie McAnally Foster ’91
Jamie Pilloni Graebner ’01
Darlene Boyd Goodman ’87
Stephanie Howe Grey ’01
Brenna Halliday ’99
Theresa Hausser ’82 and  
  Kate McMichael
Beth Hutchinson Hicks ’00
Lisa Nagelmann Hornbacker ’84
Anne Ornalez Interrante ’85
Tracy Hopcus Jordan ’91
Michelle C. Kane ’08
Rebecca Kendig ’88
Cara Kuebert ’02

Rebecca Lubitz ’93
Chelsie Lukens ’01
Carol Reyburn Martin, MD ’93
Heidi Limkemann Maro ’98
Jennifer Dransfeldt McGee ’91
Cristy Richey McNay ’87
Pooja Nair ’05
Holly Petrusson ’14
Jill Bourgeois Plumb ’86
Amy Wolf Rasmussen ’88
Caitlin Rentler ’07
Jean Robinson ’72
Allison Dynda Sain ’85
Kelly Smith ’00
Mary Reyburn Staley ’89
Becky DeBruno Stanley ’87
Sarah Volkman Stevenson ’00
Tina Tan ’94
Amanda Turk ’08
Patty Smith Van Campenhout ’91
Dr. Sonia Grehian Welch ’96
Ann Maulhardt Zerlaut ’91

ALUMNAE 
PARENT GIFTS
Anonymous 
Mr. Michael Adams and  
  Mrs. Rebecca Joyce Adams ‘81
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Bielanski
Ms. Caroline Bessolo 
Mrs. Mary Alice Conway

Mr. and Mrs. Donald Davies
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Diddie
Mr. and Mrs. Vern Dransfeldt
Mr. and Mrs. Wyman Dunford
Mr. Ernest Dynda
Mr. and Mrs. James Engel
Fran and Steve Foulkrod
Ms. Jeanne Gaffney 
Mrs. Barbara Hopcus
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Hudson
Mr. Remo Iezza  
  and Mrs. Carisa Iezza
Mr. and Mrs. William Jones
Dr. and Mrs. Martin Kendig
Ms. Angelika Kononenko
Mr. and Mrs. Ed Krol
Mr. James Krueger
Ms. Yvonne Leung
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Martinez
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin McNamara
Ms. Jane Meros
Dr. and Mrs. Lothrop Mittenthal
Ms. Patty Papps
Mr. and Mrs. Louis Pilloni
Mrs. Robin Privat
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Richey
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Rotter
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Rumer
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Swanson
Dr. and Mrs. Christopher Tolcher
Ms. Patty Tudman
Mr. and Mrs. Chris Wyatt

FRIENDS
Ms. Joan E. Bennett-Anderson
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Barbey
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Birkenshaw
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Bries
Mrs. Lore Carrle
Ms. Angela Chandler
Ms. Jenna Chandler
Ms. Sally Chang
Mr. David Coe and Mrs. Cecilia Coe
Mr. Van Dang
The Ducomm Foundation
Mrs. Carol Gilbert
Aida Jones
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Kennedy
Ms. Connie Maguire

Mr. Wesley Ng
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Reeves
Mrs. Sheri Robb
Ms. Sarah Rodriguez
Sr. Joan Schlotfeldt, S.N.D.
Mrs. Maria Patrizia Somavilla
Dr. Russell and Michele Spoto
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Turk
Mr. and Mrs. Vroom

P

The Advancement Office 
has made every effort to ensure 

the accuracy of the above 
information.  If, however, an  
error or omission has been 

made, please accept our 
apology and notify 

Karen Starleaf,  
Director of Advancement at 

kstarleaf@lareina.com.  

P

The La Reina Fund, or annual fund, is an essential component of our school’s  
financial well-being. While tuition and fees cover 86% of our budget, support from 
the La Reina extended family—current and alumnae parents, alumnae, grandparents, 
faculty, staff and friends—is needed to provide the full La Reina experience to our 
students. From tuition assistance to professional development, technology to the arts, 
athletics and facilities enhancements, generous gifts to the La Reina Fund enable the 
school to apply financial resources to the areas of greatest need, touching the life of 
every student.  

86%
Tuition

and Fees

14%
Contributions

Coffee on the Curve from the Advancement Department: 
Nancy LaBelle, Stan Hirsch, Antonio Calisto,  
Alice Leavitt and Robin Privat. 
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ALUMNA TASTES 
  SALT OF THE EARTH
Shannon Shaffer ’09 is familiar with the 
ravages of World War II. She has walked the 
concentration camps and visited the cell of 
St. Maximilian Kolbe, who gave his life for 
another in Auschwitz. However, living in 
the Taizé community in France, which was 
established after the war as a place of unity 
where people could talk without hostility, 
gave her hope that even the ravages of war 
could be healed. 

The aim of the Taizé movement is to send 
young people out to be “the salt of the earth,” 
influencing the world through study of the 
Bible, prayer and community living.

Shannon’s decision to experience Taizé came 
after she graduated from the University of 
Southern California in 2013. She had studied 
engineering, philosophy, political science, 
and pre-law, but she was uncertain, almost 
“panicked” about what to do with her life. 
Her father had backpacked in Europe during 
his 20’s and “fell in love with Taize,” so she 
decided to give that community a try. 

The requirements of cooperation, communal 
work, and prayer at Taizé were not always 
Shannon’s cup of tea.  In high school, she 
had always been more comfortable with 
individual pursuits and prayer rather than 
communal ones. “I always had my nose in a 
book!”  This changed when she joined Taizé. 
Young volunteers, from the ages of 19-29, 
share most aspects of daily living including 
work crews, which change every week.  
“There is no chance to be anti-social; more 
chance to love people,” says Shannon. She 
adds, “This idea of love, no judgment and 
good will toward all men, not individual 
humans, leads to positive thinking.”

Since the aim of Taizé is to teach one to be 
completely self-sufficient, Shannon worked 
at many different character-building tasks. 
One week she might be the “Adult Animator,” 
leading visitors, who have come to visit for  
a week.  She would assign jobs, organize 
meals, prepare Bible studies, and lead them 
in prayer before meals. The next week, she 
might be the “Point 5 Queen,” in charge of 
cleaning the toilet facilities. Another week, 
she might be in charge of dredging out  
the lake.

The communal physical labors led to a rich 
spiritual life. Participants do meditation 
three times a day: one hour before breakfast, 
lunch, and dinner.  Shannon mentioned that 
there were lots of chants, sometimes until 
2 a.m.  Often she would sit on the floor, 
cross-legged and write in her journal as  
she listened. 

The richest part of the Taizé experience 
for Shannon was in getting to know young 
people from different countries.  She met 
two young women, one from Russia and one 
from Ukraine, both of whom had to leave 
when the troubles in Ukraine started. She 
learned about the persecution of Christians 
in Thailand, heard of a different sense of 
Christianity in Africa, and came to  
understand how arranged marriages work 
in other parts of the world. Most of all, she 
learned how the culture of each country  
has such a strong bearing on how young 
people think.

Shannon’s pursuits do not stop at her Taizé 
experiences. She is an expert hiker who is in 
training to hike part of the Pacific Crest Trail, 
a 2600-mile trail that runs from Mexico to 
Canada. Because she wants to attend law 
school, she will only have time to do 4-6  
weeks on the trail. Her interest in hiking  
started at Taizé in France when she would 
take long walks in silence. 

“At home, I started the Backbone Trail.   
I went longer and longer, then took a 30 
pound backpack and began staying  
overnight. Hiking is when my mind is  
definitely the clearest.” She says that she  
likes to start her hikes at 3 a.m. The longest 
she has gone so far in one day is 25 miles  
in 12 hours. 

Shannon says that her experiences at  
La Reina helped her to become the person 
that she is today. “My teachers convinced  
me that there was nothing I shouldn’t  
attempt.” Her experiences as a tutor have  
her “appreciating the competent teachers at 
La Reina more and more. I am grateful for 
the level of  instruction I received here.”  

Shannon reflects on how her personal 
struggles with indecision and communal life 
have made her life a richer one. Her advice 
to students: “Don’t dismiss opportunities out 
of fear. Ask why not instead of why!” These 
words underlie Shannon’s transformation 
to Taizé’s “the salt of the earth,” influencing 
people through her works, her example,  
and her words.

The aim of the Taizé 

movement is to send  

young people out  

to be “the salt of the  

earth,” influencing the 

world through study of 

the Bible, prayer, and 

community living.

Class of 2009  
Jessica Pilloni earned her B.S. in Chemistry from 
College of the Holy Cross in Worcester, MA,  
and is a 3rd year dental student at Columbia 
University. In March she went to Guatemala to 
promote oral health throughout the world. 

Class of 2012  
Alexa Poulton is attending Northeastern  
University in Boston and working in the Industrial  
Engineering Department at the Disneyland 
Resort in California. 

Gabriella Brignardello founded Mi Casa de  
Angeles with the dream of building a school for 
the impoverished children of Peru--that dream 
has come true. “On March 24, Mi Casa de  
Angeles celebrated the inauguration of the  
nursery/preschool in Pachacutec.” 

Chris Pumford is studying Mechanical  
Engineering at the Colorado School of Mines. 
She is a member of the American Society of 
Mechanical Engineers, Society of Automotive 
Engineers, and the Society of Women Engineers, 
and president of Pi Beta Phi sorority. 

Class of 2013  
Annalisa Chesser is on the Dean’s list at the 
University of Notre Dame. 

Class of 2014  
Lauren Tolcher is an admissions’ tour guide for 
the University of Portland. 

Enya O’Kane made the University of Portland’s 
Division I rowing team. 

Kathleen Sullivan is on the Dean’s list at the 
University of Notre Dame.

There are some  
moments with the Mock 
Trial team that I will 
never forget. Some of 
those are the moments 
of triumph, such as 
winning La Reina’s 20th 
county title this year. I 
will never forget the very 
last round of our county 
competition, when every 
person helped each other 
in some way, big or small. 
From passing notes to remind someone of  
an important objection, to pulling out 
someone’s chair, to giving a simple thumbs 
up, we all made every effort to support each 
other. During that round of competition,  
I looked down at the attorney table and 
found that one of my teammates had placed 
a post-it note in front of me, bearing the 
acronym “TEAM: Together Everyone  
Achieves More”. 

That phrase, although corny, is the best way 
to describe my mock trial experience. When 
people ask me why I love mock trial, they 
often expect to hear that I enjoy being a  

lawyer, or that I love the thrill of compe-
tition. Both of these are true, but there is 
nothing I love more about mock trial than 
being part of a team. 

I remember two years ago, when the team 
was stuck in a hotel in New York, trapped by 
Hurricane Sandy. We were all terrified -  
being California girls, we weren’t used to 
such extreme weather - and so we spent the 
night together in one room. I will never  
forget the love and care in the room that 
night, as we did whatever we could to make 
each other feel safe. Even outside of   
competition, we acted together as a team.

In every facet of La Reina 
Mock Trial - in and out 
of the courtroom - we are 
successful as a team more 
than we could ever be as 
individuals. We give each 
other strength, courage, 
hope, confidence - we  
bring out the best in each 
other every day. We often 
joke that we see each  
other more than we see 
our families, but the truth 

is, we are a family. And together, as a family, 
we all achieve more.

ALUMNAE REUNION WEEKEND
Friday, September 11, 2015
Wine and Cheese party, 5-7pm, Senior Patio, Girls Only.

Saturday, September 12, 2015 
Picnic, 11:00am-2:00pm, La Reina, All Welcome.
  

Carol Stanley,  
former La Reina English teacher

It’s All About Teamwork

Edie Sussman ‘15

IN MEMORIAMX 
Myrna Abdel-Gawad, mother of Jehan Abdel Gawad Chase, Class of 1988. 

Camille Vigna, sister of Olivia Vigna, Class of 2012.

Brian Stanley, son of Carol Stanley, retired English teacher.

Be sure to check out the 
La Reina Alumnae  

Facebook page  
for reunion news  
and other events!

2015 Mock Trial Team:  
Edie Sussman ’15,  
Francesca Spruiell ’16, 
Sophia Aulicino ’17,  
Talia Berriz ’17,  
Olivia Roerich ’18, Regina Kreuzer ’18, Moderator Liz Harlacher,  
Katelyn Hoffman ’18, Callan Buechsenschuetz ’16,  
Devin Montgomery ’15, Jordyn Regier ’18.  
Front row: Hon. Steven Perren with Kelly Tobin ’18. 

All alumnae, their families and significant others are  
invited. Classes whose graduation year ends in 0 or 5  
will be honored and are eligible to receive the Alumnae  
Sisterhood Award which will go to the class with the  
highest percentage of attendees.

Start planning your reunion!  
Contact Betsy Potts for the Reunion Guide.
Check www.lareina.com often for updated information  
about the 2015 Reunion Weekend or contact Alumnae  
Director Betsy Potts at 805.495.6494 Ext. 353 or email her  
at bpotts@lareina.com.
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Don Hyatt
Celebrated Coach, Athletic Director 
and Teacher Retires

Krista Thomas ’15

Summer of 2015 marks the bittersweet end 
to the 35 years that Mr. Don Hyatt has spent 
at La Reina as a math teacher, coach, and 
Athletic Director. Though his retirement 
is only a few short months away, Mr. Hyatt 
leaves behind a legacy of championships, 
impactful teaching, and meaningful personal 
relationships.

Mr. Hyatt’s noteworthy achievements began 
adding up before he came to La Reina. 

An outstanding athlete, Mr. Hyatt played 
both basketball and baseball at California 
Lutheran University. He also helped start the 
men’s volleyball team, which he also coached 
briefly. 

Mr. Hyatt transitioned to coaching women’s 
volleyball at CLU. The team’s outstanding 
record of 105-40 proved without a doubt that 
Coach Hyatt was a force to be reckoned with.  

English teacher and alumna Mrs. Rebecca 
Adams ’81, a member of Mr. Hyatt’s  
championship women’s volleyball team at 
CLU says, “Mr. Hyatt was very intense…
but a visionary as a coach. He knew what he 
wanted and got the team to perform.” Mrs. 
Adams also spoke of his strong work ethic, 
which still drives his work today.

When Sr. Mary Josanne Furey, former  
principal, hired Mr. Hyatt to teach and 
coach, he recalls how welcome Sister made 
him feel—and that welcome helped shape his 
own years of service. 

Senior religion teacher and alumna Mrs. 
Allison Sain ’85, who had Mr. Hyatt as a  
teacher and a coach says, “Part of [my]  
passion [for athletics] I think came from  
him because he was my junior high  
basketball coach. His being a really good 
teacher carried over into his being a really 
good coach as well.”

Mr. Hyatt did more than simply coach 
winning softball and volleyball teams. For 
him, the best part of his job has always 
been impacting and being impacted by the 
students he taught.

He says, “One time there was an issue with a 
student in one of my 8th grade classes; after 
class we sat down and talked about what  
had happened and came to a successful  
resolution.”  Mr. Hyatt was so impressed with 
the type of young woman she became during 
her high school career that he named his 
daughter after her. In the years that followed, 
this student kept in touch, asking to be 
updated on how her namesake was doing. 
Mr. Hyatt cites this as “a great example of the 
impact the student-teacher relationship can 
have on both the student and teacher’s lives.”

Though he will greatly miss his students and 
colleagues, Mr. Hyatt is looking to the future. 
He admits that watching his colleagues retire 
has been difficult for him in the past few 
years, but he is excited about the prospect 
of having more free time to visit with old 
friends like Mr. Bob Sisco, retired coach. 

Mr. Hyatt and his wife, Mary, have purchased 
a home in La Quinta in a gated community 
that has a pool, a fitness facility, a movie 
theater, and, much to Mr. Hyatt’s pleasure,  
a golf course. Mr. Hyatt plans to devote time 
in his retirement to doing the simple yet fun 
things, such as golfing with his friends and 
taking road trips with his wife. 

Most of all, Mr. Hyatt is eager to spend 
more time with his daughter Stephanie ’99, 
his son-in-law, Alex Douvas, and his grand 
children, Hudson, 4 and Madison 8, who live 
close by in Twenty-nine Palms. 

Looking back on his years at the school, 
Mr. Hyatt is thankful for the supportive 
environment La Reina has provided for him 
and his family over the years, and though he 
acknowledges that retirement will be “a big 
transition” that will likely take a lot of getting 
used to, he is content with the friendships he 
has fostered and will continue to foster as he 
moves into this new chapter of his life.

  SPORT AND YEARS                 RECORD

C.L.C. (CLU) MENS VOLLEYBALL (1976-81)          90-32
  4th Place at NAIA Nationals in 1978

C.L.C. (CLU) WOMENS VOLLEYBALL (1980-84)         105-40
  9th Place at AIAW National Championships - 1981
  4th Place NAIA Regionals - 1982
  3rd Place at NAIA District III Championships  - 1983
  NAIA District III Champions - 1984
  2nd Place NAIA Regionals - 1984

Moorpark  WOMENS VOLLEYBALL (1985-89)          66-35
College  5th Place So. Cal Regionals - 1986
  So. Cal Regionals - 1987

La Reina  GIRLS VOLLEYBALL (1994-2012)                      377-80    (83%)
High School League Champions 16 Times         188-16 League  (92%)
  League Coach of the Year (13 times)
  CIF Coach of the Year - 2000
  CIF Quarterfinalist - 1994, 95, 96, 98, 99, 01, 04, 05, 07, 10
  CIF Semifinalist - 2002, 2006, 2009
  CIF Finalist - 2008
  CIF Champions - 2000
  CIF State So. Regional Finalist  - 2000
  CIF State Semifinalists - 2000

La Reina  GIRLS SOFTBALL (1986-2007)                   417-148     (74%)
High School League Champions 16 Times                                           182-26 League  (88%) 
  League Coach of the Year 12 Times
  CIF Coach of the Year - 1991, 1992, 2000
  L.A. Times Ventura County Coach of the Year  - 1995
  CIF Quarterfinalist - 1989, 1990, 1999, 2006
  CIF Semifinalist  - 1988, 1993, 1994, 2004
  CIF Finalist - 1995
  CIF Champions - 1991, 1992, 2000

2006   Induction into the CLU Athletic Hall of Fame for Coaching Volleyball

2000   CIF Back-to-back Championships in Softball and Volleyball 

2000  CIF-SS Coach of the Year for Volleyball

2000, 1992, 1991    CIF-SS Coach of the Year for Softball

1998   Induction into the Ventura County Sports Hall of Fame

1995   L.A. Times Softball Coach of the Year

1992  Awarded CLU Certificate of Excellence in Field

36 Year Overall College 
& 

High School Coaching Record:

1055-330  (76%) 
Volleyball and Softball

Don Hyatt holds the two 
plaques the school received 
for his back-to-back CIF 
championships in volleyball 
and softball in 2000.
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La Reina Hosts  
First-Ever All Girls’  
Robotics Competition

CHRISTIAN SERVICE 
GOES GLOBAL!

Amanda Turk ‘08

The La Reina gym was filled with excited 
students. Some were clustered around their 
knee-high, remote-controlled robots,  
making last minute adjustments; others 
were simply gathered in small groups,  
talking animatedly with old and new 
friends. The anticipation was palpable as 
students prepared to exhibit the fruits of 
their creativity and hard work. Every year, 
hundreds of similar competitions happen 
around the world. This competition,  
however, was different: the competitors, 
judges, announcers, keynote speaker, and 
most of the volunteers were all women. 

On Saturday, March 28, La Reina hosted 
the world’s first all-girls’ Robotics  
competition. Eighteen teams from across 
California—and one team from England— 
traveled to compete in the event. Women 
engineers and scientists acted as judges;  
Dr. Anita Sengupta, aerospace engineer 
at NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory and 
Research Professor at the University of 
Southern California, gave the keynote  
address.  La Reina students acted as  
referees and provided event support. 

In addition to hosting the event, La Reina 
was among the schools competing. A team 
consisting of Sarah Edwards ’17, Jessica 
Manoogian ’18, Jillian Violano ’18, and 
Amelia Jochem ’18 entered a robot in the 
competition. The team performed well, 
earning the Design Award for outstanding 
engineering design process and  
documentation.

A second La Reina robot, designed and 
built by Deanna Rice ’17, was a finalist at 
the state competition and qualified to  
compete in the VEX world championships 
in Louisville, Kentucky in April. Rice and 
her teammates, Kaitlin Kelleher ’20, Jessica 
Manoogian ’18, Jillian Violano ’18, and 
Amelia Jochem ’18, were the only all girls’ 
team in their division and finished 23rd  
out of 90 teams.    

VEX is a Robotics program for middle and 
high school students, in which teams are 
“tasked with designing and building a  
robot to play . . . in a game-based  

engineering challenge” (VexRobotics.com). 
The specifics of that challenge change 
each year and are revealed at the World 
Championship competition. This school 
year, “the game involved picking up both 
cube-shaped frames and cylindrical pieces 
that had to be placed at various heights,  
up to 4 feet,” explains Mrs. Marilyn Usher, 
the Robotics moderator at La Reina.  
“The game has a 20 second autonomous 
section, followed by 2 minutes of driver 
control. The autonomous section needs 
careful computer programming. The driver 
control section needs a reliable robot and  
a practiced driver,” says Usher.

For most of the school year, the Robotics 
team designs, builds, and programs their 
robots. They also practice driving and 
competing with the robot when they have 
access to a practice field. And, starting  
next school year, the team will have a  
dedicated place on campus in which all  
of these efforts can take place. 

Over the summer, a four-car garage  
adjacent to the future middle school 
buildings will be renovated and outfitted 
as a Robotics lab. The team, which has 
been working in the back of the chemistry 
lab, will now have space outfitted with 
appropriate tools, dedicated workbenches, 
ample storage, and updated computers 
conveniently situated for programming. 
The room will also accommodate the  
permanent set-up of a full-sized practice 
field where the team can practice and 
troubleshoot their robots. Previously, the 
team had to make do with a temporary, 
half-sized field set up in the loft above  
the gym.

These changes will provide a more  
comfortable, welcoming work  
environment for La Reina students  
interested in pursuing Robotics  
and engineering. Between the new  
Robotics workshops and La Reina’s  
new role as a VEX competition  
host, La Reina’s already successful  
Robotics program is on track for  
a bright future.

Christian Service is a familiar and integral 
part of the La Reina experience. The past 
three school years, however, have offered 
Regents opportunities to expand their 
service on a global scale. The 2013 and 
2014 international service trips took La 
Reina students to Guatemala and Costa 
Rica; this summer, over twenty students 
will travel to the Dominican Republic.  
The projects each year benefit the global 
communities the girls visit through  
conservation efforts, construction  
assistance, and partnerships with  
local children and community leaders.  
However, the communities in need are  
not the only beneficiaries of this  
program—the students themselves  
grow and learn from each opportunity.

Mrs. Caroline Bessolo—World History, 
World Cinema Workshop, and French 
teacher—oversees and organizes the  
excursions each year. In her  
experience, each service trip “ends up  
being a transformative experience not 
only for the community members but  
also for the students as individuals.”  
The opportunity to visit and serve a  
community in need helps students 

“confront their preconceptions about 
communities, about ethnicities, [and] 
about their fears of travel or engaging in 
new experiences,” Mrs. Bessolo says. She 
explains that “the service learning helps 
La Reina girls achieve a global perspective 
through a brand-new experience, which 
then influences their outlook from that 
point on . . . and can guide their interest in 
serving others in the future.”

Though internal transformation takes 
place in the students, external transfor-
mations are also key to each trip. In 2013, 
students helped repaint and beautify a 
Guatemalan school, spent time playing 
games with the children, and donated 
clothing to the community. The 2014 trip 
to Costa Rica focused on leading  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

environmental preservation efforts, 
teaching school children good health 
practices, and donating bilingual school 
materials.

This summer, students traveling to the 
Dominican Republic will work on sus-
tainability projects including school and 
clinic construction. They will also share 
their talents and energy with children 
in Haitian resettlement villages through 
English lessons, crafts, sports, and games.

Twenty-two girls are committed to this 
summer’s trip—a trip that will surely be 
transformative.

Michelle Kane ‘08

Congratulations! La Reina was the only all female team in their  
division at the Vex Robotics World Championship in Kentucky and 
placed 23rd out of 90 teams: Jillian Violano ’18, Kaitlin Kelleher ’20, 
Deanna Rice ’17, Amelia Jochem ’18 and Jessica Manoogian ’18. 

Jessica Manoogian ’18 and Sarah Edwards ’17

TOP IMAGE: Service trip to Costa Rica. Megan Larratt ’15, 
Bella Bonvino ’17, Chigozirim Chukwu ’17,  
Alena Fahndrick ’17, Sarah Danielzadeh ’17. 

For information about how to get involved or 
make a gift to help build the new 

Robotics Lab, please contact Karen Starleaf,  
Director of Advancement,  

at 805-495-6494 ext. 414 or  
kstarleaf@lareina.com.
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BACKGROUND  
When Melinda graduated from La Reina in 1983, she was valedictorian, center on the  
basketball team that won the CIF championship and the winner of the regional Bank of  
America Achievement Award. In addition, she was the recipient of the Academic  
Achievement Award at the first Evening of Excellence—an awards night that her father 
Mark Bihn pioneered. 

Melinda earned a B.A. in English at Santa Clara University and became a Jacob K. Javits 
Fellow at the University of North Carolina where she received an M.A. in Comparative 
Literature. From there, she spent ten years teaching in Germany, Austria and Portugal.  
She returned to the States with her husband, Bill Wallace, and two children, Sam and 
Rebecca, and settled on the East Coast where she taught at independent schools, eventually 
becoming Head of the Upper School at Garrison Forest School, an all girls’ independent 
school in Maryland. 

Last summer, Melinda earned her Ed.D. from the University of Pennsylvania; her  
dissertation was an in-depth study of the international students at Garrison Forest.

In July 2014, Melinda was appointed Head of the French American International School  
in San Francisco and she and her family moved across the country.

Dr. Melinda Bihn ’83
Head of the French American  
International School in San Francisco

WORDS OF ADVICE
“Any chance you have to learn 

something new, you should take it 
because you don’t know 

when it will come back and 
be useful to you. 

Everything you do makes 
the next thing possible.” 

LA REINA EDUCATION 
The school for my whole family was a  
real community. My parents found a place  
for themselves as well as for my sister,  
Jennifer, and me, which was such a gift.  
I had a wonderful experience there—and 
great teachers.

INTERNATIONAL STUDENT 
PROGRAMS  
Almost no research has been done on  
international students at independent 
schools. For my dissertation, I did a  
qualitative analysis of the experiences of 
international students. What did it mean  
to them to be international students?  
What does it mean for a school to host  
international students?
We as educators need to make these students 
feel at home and successful at our schools. 
These students are part of a transnational 
phenomenon. Their parents are trying to 
take the best care of their children and  
position them for success in a global  
economic system that is changing rapidly.  
In my research, I learned about what it feels  
like to be an international student in an  
environment that has perhaps not yet  
reckoned with that experience.

TECHNOLOGY IN SCHOOLS  
Technology for technology’s sake is less 
interesting than how can we use technology 
to serve students better. Teachers have to use 
technology in a way that is authentic to them 
personally. What works best for each  
teacher is most important and requires  
a commitment to ongoing growth both  
institutionally and individually. 

SCHOOL LEADERSHIP 
What I love about school leadership is the 
chance to build teams and to support others 
in their own leadership roles. As Head of 
School, I like having long relationships with 
families across a sustained period of time. 
The most important thing 
we can do as school leaders 
is to create an environment 
in which educators can  
continue to grow so  
students can grow. The 
big part of my work is 
creating an optimal learning 
environment for the adults 
in our community—the 
teachers, as well as the  
parents—in order to 
support and sustain the 
learning of the students. 

THE FUTURE OF  
EDUCATION 
We have to become learning 
organizations not just for 
students, but for teachers. 
The one thing we can predict is an ongoing 
and increasing rate of change in education.   
Students and young adults need to combine 
skills from several disciplines to solve real 
problems.
I think there will be a shift in the way  
we think about subject areas. Things that 
have been treated as soft skills in  
education—like the ability  to collaborate, 
to listen with empathy and understanding, 
to entertain ideas that are new, challenging, 
even unsettling—are going to move more 

and more to the 
front of what 
students need to 
learn.
We are not going 
to be able to  
assume that 
people we work 
with share our 
world view—we 
are going to have 
to become more 
flexible thinkers 
and schools will 
need to teach 
more flexible 
thinking. 
Along with that, 
we are going to 

have to teach ethics in school. What do we 
believe and why do we believe it? People are 
going to really need to know themselves so 
they will be able to work with people who 
are different from them. It’s an exciting time 
to be an educator.  

The Divya Manthena story is not just 
the story of an outstanding golfer; it is 
the story of a golfer with a mission to do 
good in the world. 

That mission can best be summed up in 
the motto of the non-profit organization 
Divya and her father started when she 
was 13: “Give while you live.” 

Golf has opened up many doors for 
Divya and granted her unprecedented 
opportunities. The list of her  
accomplishments is long: she has been 
the MVP of the Tri-Valley League three 
years in a row, has traveled to 20 states 
to play in tournaments, and spent a week 
in China representing the United States 
in the USA-China Youth Golf Match.

In 2013, she was selected to receive the 
President’s Leadership Award from the 
U.S. Golf Association and the American 
Junior Golf Association whose goal is to 
promote service and volunteerism. 

Her heritage has affected her desire to 
do good. With a great-grandfather who 
was a freedom fighter in India who 
knew Gandhi and a great-grandmother  
who began an orphanage there, Divya 
believes that her mission to give back is 
part of her past and her present. 

Combining her love of golf and her  
philanthropic interests, Divya founded 
the non-profit organization Krishak 
(Hindi for “farmer” in the Indian  
language of Telugu). Her original  
intent was to sponsor charity golf  
tournaments to raise money to  
help farmers worldwide who  
faced natural disasters, but the  
organization has evolved.  
Profits have gone to tsunami  
victims in Japan, St. Jude’s  
Children’s Research Hospital 
in Memphis, Tennessee and to  
Special Olympics in Ventura County.

The Special Olympics program is close 
to Divya’s heart because she volunteers 
at its golf camp. Playing golf with the 
athletes has taught her “to be patient 
and respectful of others.” She says, 
“These athletes are a great group who 
appreciate the smallest things I do for 
them. They enjoy every aspect of the 
game and make the sport not only  
enjoyable for themselves, but for  
everyone who plays with them.”

She is in the planning stages to have her 
next charity event in India to aid the 
Sankara Eye Foundation, whose goal 
is to eradicate curable blindness and to 
provide eye care for the poor. On one 
of her trips to India, she remembers a 
blind man who was begging and she 
came home wanting to help.

Divya says that her mission to help 
others has also come from La Reina. 
“My faith (Hindu) and the Catholic 
faith share the same values and mission 
to help others. I have become closer to 
God here. The La Reina community and 
its teachers have impacted my life and 
made me want to give back.”

Her commitment to giving back has 
also influenced her choice of a college. 
She will be attending Siena College in 
Albany, New York, which partners with 
the Albany Medical College to fast track 
selected students into medical school. 
“The program places special emphasis 
on combining humanities, ethics and 
social service with medicine” (siena.
edu/academics/academics). Divya 
wants to become a pediatrician, she 
says,“to help others, especially children.”

Divya’s goal of becoming a doctor  
honors her roots, her education at  
La Reina, and her strong belief that we 
should all “Give while [we] live.”

Divya Manthena ’15 
Gives Back

Betsy Potts

Melinda Bihn ‘83
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Esha Chhabra ’04 
Embraces a Desk-less Life

“What do you do for a living?”
“I write.”

Yes, it’s still possible to make a living writing 
and traveling. It’s a different life, one that 
never seems to translate well in awkward 
dinner party introductions. Most people 
respond with a confused expression, and  
a follow up: “So what do you actually do?”

I travel and I write. 

It’s perhaps one of the oldest professions in 
the world.  Every civilization has catalogued 
its rise, fall, and everything in between.  
Not all of it has been done by journalists.  
I don’t regard myself as a journalist. I merely 
tell the stories that you’ve not had time to 
discover yourself.  These are not the front 
page headlines, but more subtle, undertones 
of our modern world, its inequities, and its 
possibilities.

I’m writing this article now with the sounds 
of incessant honking in the background, 
pollution and incense perfuming the air, 
and the clanking of teacups. It’s another day 
in the office, in another exotic location far 
removed from my high school English class.  
But little has changed: before I followed the 
direction of Mrs. Potts, and now, I do the 
same, sitting continents away, typing this.

It’s been a continuous string of  
experiences-from one continent to the next. 
Every few months, another immigration 
desk, another customs officer, asking you the 
same questions: What do you do for a living? 
Where are you from?  Where are you going? 
For some, those are easy questions to answer.  
For me, they’ve always been a challenge.  
So much of our existence is defined by our 
roots, our heritage, our profession, and  
our physical existence. To live a life in transit 

seems like a naughty defiance. Yet, it feels  
natural to me: equipped with national 
identity cards for multiple nations, friends 
scattered in the metros of the world, and a 
suitcase that I could never fully unpack–  
I have relished that life.

And then this year, I finally became a U.S. 
citizen. It was a strange experience handing 
over all those cards, all those identities, and 
settling for one. Especially when I showed 
up at the oath ceremony to find that it was 
conducted in Spanish as well as English and 
a crew of South Koreans appeared in tuxes to 
receive the honor. Made-in-China, American 
flag waving bears were on sale outside the 
oath hall. If you chose to walk a block  
down Figueroa, the bears were cheaper,  
and manufactured in Mexico. None of it 
made sense.

I realized that little had changed for me.  
Society will continue to trap us in boxes -  
be it by profession, nationality, or otherwise.  
Yet, those trappings carry little significance.

For instance, for some, a desk is a requisite 
in life. We are taught as children to put our 
names on our desks in class.  As you get 
older, that paper name card transforms into 
a placard, accompanied by a set of business 
cards, and a salary.  Our egos hinge on them.

That’s why I prefer a desk-less life, one  
in transit. 

NOTE FROM EDITOR: I asked Esha Chhabra ’04 to write an article for La Reina Today.  
She writes for Forbes, The Economist, The New York Times, etc. Why not La Reina Today?  
At La Reina, Esha was ASB president; she graduated from Georgetown University in three years,  
was named a Rotary Ambassadorial Scholar, and attended the London School of Economics, where  
she studied Global Politics. In 2009, she received the Distinguished Alumna Award. Esha is a citizen  
of the world, traveling it and filing her stories. Here is the one she wrote for La Reina while in India.  
In August, she will be traveling to Finland where she won a journalism fellowship through  
the consulate of Finland.

“ I don’t regard 
myself as a  
journalist.   
I merely tell 
the stories that 
you’ve not had 
time to discover 
yourself.”

TOO GREAT FOR WORDS
by Betsy Potts, retiring in June after 42 years

Excellence with a Global Focus

Betsy Potts (center) surrounded by alumnae members of the English Department,  
all of whom she taught: Rebecca Joyce Adams ’81, Michelle Kane ’08, Emily Robbins Beutner ’04,  

Cristina Arecco Hirsch ’85, Stephanie Howe Grey ’01 and Kris Lev Chisholm ’92. 

Words rise, but fail to express what my La Reina experience has 
meant to me.

This summary will have to suffice:

THE EARLY YEARS: I was hired in 1973 to teach part-time.  
I was one of two lay people on the faculty that year; the rest were 
Sisters of Notre Dame. Classes met only four times a week and the 
schedule changed daily (hence, the reason for my recurring  
beginning-of-school nightmare that I am in the wrong room at  
the wrong time). Students  
had unscheduled time 
every week to “enrich” 
themselves by looking at 
AV material or working 
on projects. You can  
imagine how that  
worked!

THE 80S: My teaching 
assignments evolved.  
During these years, I 
taught Religion 10 and 12 
and English 9, 10 and 11; 
by 1987, senior English 
was the one constant.  
I also began coaching 
Academic Decathlon 
teams and chaperoning 
student trips to Europe—
of those I could write a 
book.

THE 90S: Thesis/ 
evidence/commentary 
was introduced on every 
grade level and having the 
entire English Department 
teaching it helped both 
students and teachers. AP 
and SAT scores improved 
dramatically.  When Kairos  
began in 1995, I went every year and was able to see my  
students in ways most profound. Other memories crowd: the 
Hamlet spoofs, the back and forths over a line of poetry, the  
rewrites of college application essays until the right story emerged. 
And always, always laughter. And moments of grace. When seniors 
did the end of the year “All About Me” reports and reflected on 
what life had taught them, I realized how much they knew about 
how to live and how to hope and how to move on. 

THE LATER YEARS—2000 AND BEYOND: Alumnae continued 
to come back and teach-many in the English Department-and

nothing has given me greater pleasure than to see these exceptional 
women imbued with the La Reina spirit of service and compassion 
and high standards return to their alma mater. When I retired 
from the classroom in 2010 and put my 37 years of teaching on a 
flash drive, and handed it to two former students, I never felt so 
proud or so happy. My role as Director of Alumnae these last years 
has also put me in touch with our remarkable graduates and let  
me witness the La Reina spirit far beyond graduation. Today, 
alumnae are teachers in classrooms around the world, Peace 

Corps volunteers, 
attorneys doing pro 
bono work, doctors, 
dentists, engineers, 
playwrights, novelists 
and journalists, writing 
about social justice and 
the environment and 
the culture. They are 
also raising wonderful 
children, some of whom 
attend La Reina. 

WHAT I LEARNED 
FROM MY  
STUDENTS: They 
taught me the power of 
one—that everyone  
matters, from the girl 
who rarely speaks, to 
the one who has her 
hand up all the time. 
They taught me how to 
be more compassionate 
and empathetic; when 
to listen and when to 
speak; how to be patient 
and how to be strong.

BOOKS I NEVER TIRED OF TEACHING: 
Fiction: Hamlet, Great Expectations, Wuthering Heights, Heart of 
Darkness 

Nonfiction: The Hiding Place and Night 

For 42 years, I have been touched by something larger than myself. 
So though I am leaving La Reina, it is not leaving me. My students 
and colleagues and the Sisters of Notre Dame are part of my fabric, 
part of my self.

My La Reina experience? One word comes to mind: Ineffable 
(Definition: Too Great for Words)
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La-Reina-High-School-Alumnae

United States Department 
of Education names La Reina a  

National Blue Ribbon School 
for Academic Excellence.

•  Highest honor a U.S. 
school can receive.

•  SAT scores in the  
top 15% of the nation. 

•  1 of only 3 private high schools  
in U.S. to win this award. 

La ReinaTODAY

Embrace the Tradition, 
             Fulfill the Vision.

Special thanks to our school families, alumnae and  
alumnae parents, current and former staff and friends of  
La Reina, who have already invested in our $4.6 million  
capital campaign!

As of April 28, 2015, La Reina has raised $2,598,968 in  
signed commitments toward the project. Prospective donors  
are also considering an additional $478,500. 

A Performing Arts Loft, a state-of-the-art Learning Pavilion,  
and renovation of the Chapel and Campus Ministry Center are planned.

Learn how your family can join with others to fulfill the vision for current  
La Reina students and for generations to come. 

For further information, contact:
Sr. Lisa Megaffin, S.N.D.
Capital Campaign Director
lmegaffin@lareina.com
805-495-6494, ext. 382

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN

37% 
Alumnae parents & 

grandparents

21% 
Current parents & 

grandparents 

15% 
Alumnae  

14% 
Past & current staff                        

13%
Friends of 
La Reina 

CAMPAIGN 
PLEDGES 


