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Thanksgiving Prayer Service

Welcome and Opening Prayer
Lauren Tolcher ’14 and Delaney Niehoff ’14

Together, let us pray:                (Please pause at the end of each line.)

Lord, you give us great reasons to rejoice 
and to thank you for your goodness and provident care.
May all who are members of our La Reina family
experience the joy of this day, wherever they may be.

We thank you for the Sisters of Notre Dame
and for our administrators, faculty, staff and parents.
Together, they have led us to this moment in our history,
a time now for gratitude, celebration 
and commitment to the future.

We thank you for our alumnae and students
who inspire us as they continue the journey 
of spiritual and personal growth.

You have give us a great example of unity
in Jesus, our brother.
Help us to continue to work together
as we share the many gifts and talents you have given to us.

We ask all this in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen.

A Reading from Psalm 145
Sr. M. Grace Leung, S.N.D., Lector

I will extol you, my God and king; 
Every day I will bless you; I will praise your name forever.
Great is the LORD and worthy of high praise; 
His greatness is beyond understanding.



One generation praises your deeds to the next 
and proclaims your wonderful deeds.
They proclaim your abounding goodness 
and joyfully sing of your justice.

The LORD is gracious and merciful, 
slow to anger and abounding in love.
The LORD is good to all, compassionate to every creature.

All your works give you thanks, O LORD 
and your faithful bless you.
They speak of the glory of your reign 
and tell of your great works.

The LORD is trustworthy in every word, 
and faithful in every work.
The LORD supports all who are falling 
and raises up all who are bowed down.
The eyes of all look hopefully to you; 
you enrich and fulfill their hungry hearts.

You open wide your hand 
and satisfy the desire of every living thing.
You, LORD, are faithful in all your works.
You, LORD, are near to all who call upon you, 
to all who call upon you in truth.
You satisfy the desire of those who fear you; 
you hear their cry and save them.
My mouth will speak your praises, LORD; 
all peoples will bless your holy name forever.

The Word of the Lord.                            All:  Thanks be to God.

Musical Response - “This Little Light of Mine”
God-Lead Singers and the Congregation

This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine.  (Repeat twice)
Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 



Everywhere I go, I’m gonna let it shine.  (Repeat twice)
Let it shine. Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.

Prayers of Thanksgiving
Gillian Myers ’14 and Campus Ministers

Leader:  We thank you, O God, for all the people you have called 
to serve in our La Reina community.  Our response will be, “We 
thank you, O God.”

Concluding Prayer and Blessings

Leader:  Good and gracious God, thank you for blessing this 
school with your grace and everlasting love. Guide us to continue 
as a community working together to live out our Catholic values 
of faith, hope and charity. You have showered us with many 
blessings so we may be dedicated disciples of your teachings. Help 
us to be caring members of our communities, diligent lifelong 
learners, and compassionate global citizens responsible to you 
and one another. O Lord, continue to guide us to be worthy of 
the blessings you bestow on our La Reina family. Amen.

“America the Beautiful”
God-Lead Singers and the Congregation

O beautiful for spacious skies, 
For amber waves of grain,
For purple mountain majesties
Above the fruited plain!

Chorus    America! America!
   God shed His grace on thee,
        And crown thy good with brotherhood
        From sea to shining sea!

O beautiful for patriot dream
That sees beyond the years,
Thine alabaster cities gleam,
Undimmed by human tears!      Chorus



Pledge of Allegiance and National Anthem
Paloma Martinez ’14

Welcome and Introduction of Special Guests
Bob Rumer

President, La Reina High School

Congratulatory Message from the Sisters of Notre Dame
Sr. M. Anncarla Costello, S.N.D. ’69

Provincial Superior,
California Province of the Sisters of Notre Dame

Presentation of the Blue Ribbon Plaque and Flag
Chris Tolcher, M.D.

Chair, La Reina High School Board of Directors

Response
Shannon Gomez, Ed.D.

Principal, La Reina High School

Presentation of Civic Proclamations
Mayor Claudia Bill-de-la-Pena

City of Thousand Oaks

Supervisor Linda Parks
County of Ventura

Congresswoman Julia Brownley
United States House of Representatives, California District 26

Special Acknowledgments
Bob Rumer

Blue Ribbon Celebration



Regents’ Commitment to the Future
Kristin Chen ’18 and Devin Montgomery ’15

Students will come forward to receive a National Blue Ribbon pin 
from staff representatives as a sign of their commitment to live 
the blue ribbon spirit throughout their lives.

Staff Representatives
Dana Ballaban Coppa ’94, Robin Fontana, Anita Green

Liz Harlacher, Mary Anne Hedrick, Mindy Hobmann
Sr. M. Rebekah Kennedy, S.N.D., Nancy LaBelle

Laurence McAdamis, Cristy Richey McNay ’87, Sonya Mercado
Denise Monden, Jessica Nasr, Joan Petrone, Robin Privat

Allison Dynda Sain ’85 and Barrie Silberberg

Alma Mater

Our La Reina High, loved Alma Mater, 
keep us true and loyal Regents all, 
e’re upholding standards bold and daring, 
valiant students faithful to our call. 
We will always praise, defend 
all that’s good, esteem the right and fair,
love and cherish ev’ry mem’ry 
and be worthy of the name we bear. 

Our La Reina days hold many mem’ries of the times 
we spend together here. 
They remind us also to look forward 
to each new, exciting, happy year. 
And Our Lady, Queen of all, 
is our model and our guide. 
She’ll find us peace true and lasting 
‘til in heaven with her we’ll all abide. 

Commitment to the Future



La Reina’s selection as a 2013 National Blue Ribbon School by the United 
States Department of Education tells a story about the quality Catholic 
education that is La Reina’s tradition.

The Blue Ribbon is the highest national award that a school can receive. 
Among this year’s 286 honored schools, La Reina was

1 of 3 non-public high schools in the United States• 
1 of 53 high schools in the United States• 
1 of 2 high schools in California• 
The only school in the Archdiocese of Los Angeles• 
The only school in Ventura County.• 

Dr. Shannon Gomez, principal, said, “We have a real treasure here at La Reina 
High School. This award is a testament to the dedication and commitment of 
our students, faculty, staff, and the Sisters of Notre Dame, who have ensured 
that the educational experience we deliver meets the needs of our students and 
encourages them to do their best. We are honored to be receiving this award.” 

The National Blue Ribbon program honors “Exemplary High Performing 
Schools.”  In addition to meeting national test requirements, La Reina submitted 
an extensive application which summarized its strengths and accomplishments 
and demonstrated how the school community works together to promote 
student success.  

La Reina highlighted these school strengths in its application: 

The education of young women “in the tradition, vision and educational • 
principles of the Sisters of Notre Dame,” who founded the school in 
1964. 

The religion curriculum and Christian service program that encourages • 
students to make a difference both locally and globally. 

The traditions that build community like Friendship Week and the • 
Renaissance Festival. 

The Mock Trial and Speech and Debate teams that have received national • 
recognition for many years. 

The Story of a Blue Ribbon School



The schoolwide writing program which has resulted in test scores (AP • 
Literature, AP Language, and the writing section of the SAT) that place it 
consistently in the top 10% of the nation. 

The high national test scores and the number of graduates that attend • 
four year colleges and universities. 

The athletic programs which have been recognized for both their excellence • 
and their emphasis on sportsmanship. 

The commitment to 21st century learning and the introduction of the • 
one-to-one IPad program. 

The addition of the period 7 elective program which has allowed students • 
to take courses ranging from Robotics to World Cinema. 

The 6 year accreditation from WCEA/ WASC in 2010, which commended • 
the school for “furthering the spirituality and personal transformation of 
students.”

La Reina’s comprehensive college prep curriculum and activities programs assist 
students to discover, develop and share the unique gifts God has given them. 
Recognizing that students learn important life skills beyond the clasroom, 
La Reina offers students many opportunities to explore skills and develop 
leadership in its activities and clubs.

The guidance program offers support through personal and group counseling. 
A comprehensive college advisement program assists students and parents as 
they explore colleges and financial aid opportunities. 

As a private Catholic school, La Reina is financially independent from all 
government and Catholic church entities. The school relies on the support of 
hundreds of donors and volunteers every year. These partners have a strong 
commitment to La Reina’s mission and they rejoice at the success of the 
students and alumnae. 
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Vision and Mission 
of La Reina High School

La Reina High School 

is a Catholic college preparatory school for young women 

in the tradition, vision, and educational principles 

of the Sisters of Notre Dame. 

La Reina provides 

a nurturing, Catholic environment 

 of educational excellence, 

focused on helping young women 

develop into moral and self-confident leaders, 

who work for the transformation 

 of individuals and society. 

Students are given opportunities 

to foster their relationship with God, 

to grow intellectually, 

to develop their individual gifts, 

and to be catalysts for the promotion of justice 

 locally,  nationally and globally.



LA  REINA    “...where quality and the individual count”


